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If T could be anyone for a day, I would be ... Barack Obama.

The secret of being a successful scientist is ... dedication, integrity and hard work.
M y favorite subject at school was ... Chemistry.

I f I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be ... Linus Pauling, Robert
Woodward, and Robert Robinson.

The most exciting thing about my research is ... developing a new synthetic method and then showing
that it can make the synthesis of complex molecules much more efficient.

My biggest motivation is ... to be the best that I can be.

Ix my spare time I ... spend time with my wonderful family—my wife Ann and my two sons Joshua and
Jacob.

The best advice I have ever been given is ... “Remember Tim, being smart is not enough.” (S.
Denmark).

| would have liked to have discovered ... the Woodward-Hoffmann orbital symmetry rules.
A good work day begins with ... I love the smell of coffee in the morning.

M y favorite food is ... sea bass, preferably eaten in my favorite restaurant at Porthminster beach, St.
Ives.

My favorite book is ... “The Illiad”, Homer (translation by E. V. Rieu).

The biggest challenge facing chemists is ... persuading nonscientists just how important chemistry is to
the success of our society.
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